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When news of this terrible disaster spread abroad the Dutch
felt that now perhaps the moment had come for them to take
a more direct interest in the affairs of their good neighbours
the Japanese. For meanwhile they had established themselves
on the island of Formosa, and their fleet, protected by the guns
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of the fortress of Zeelandia., was within easy sailing distance
from Nagasaki. The Japanese, however, were by now in such
a fury against all foreigners (an old Nipponese custom) that at
first die Dutch envoys got nowhere at all. They were not actually
beheaded, strangled, dismembered, or burned, as the Portu-
guese had been, but there was always some convenient excuse
that the Shogun could not receive them, or he made them wait
endlessly for an audience. And they were forced to undergo all
those humiliations which the Japanese warriors of to-day know